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HOUSE MOVE CHECKLIST

TIME BEFORE 
MOVE

ACTION NOTES 

4 WEEKS Research 
removals 
options (and 
storage if 
necessary)

Research, collect quotes and choose a removals company. Check on available dates, and let your estate agent know 
what dates will work.
If dates aren’t available, your estate agent can help you find alternatives.

If you’d like details of firms we’ve experienced and can recommend, please get in touch

Prepare to 
change your 
address by 
creating a list

Start a list of people you need to inform of your new address, Include:
• Banks, building societies, credit card providers and other financial institutions
• Mobile phone carriers
• HMRC
• Pension providers
• DVLA (vehicle ownership (V5c) & driving licence)
• Insurance providers (home, vehicle, medical/dental, phone, pet, life, breakdown etc.)
• TV licensing
• Doctors, dentists, opticians & veterinarians (and pet microchip database(s))
• Local authority (council tax, voter registration, & library membership etc.)
• Associations & clubs, including gym memberships
• Subscription services that deliver to the home (such as magazines, & subscription boxes), and any other regular 

deliveries (such as milk & newspapers)
• Cleaner, gardener and window cleaner
• Employer, accountant and solicitor
• Anyone who sends you a Christmas card!

HMRC: www.gov.uk/tell-hmrc-change-address
DVLA: www.gov.uk/tell-dvla-changed-address
TV Licensing: www.tvlicensing.co.uk/check-if-you-need-one/for-your-home/youre-moving-address-aud23

Choose and 
enroll in schools

Register with new schools & de-register, if necessary.

Moving house is one of life’s most stressful events, so it’s worth investing time in planning to not 
only reduce this stress but also make sure important milestones and actions are achieved. 

This checklist covers the key actions for a smooth move and when to tackle them. And remember, 
when you’re in your new home all the stress will have been worth it!



TIME BEFORE 
MOVE

ACTION NOTES 

1 TO 4 WEEKS Sell unwanted 
items and 
furniture

Get rid of anything you don’t want to take with you to your new home.

Allow for timewasters by selling as soon as you’re able.

Anything that has not sold can be donated or offered on sites such as freecycle. Be mindful that any large items that 
need to be collected may require scheduling.

Facebook Marketplace, local car boot sales or online noticeboards. 
eBay: www.ebay.co.uk  Freecycle: www.freecycle.org

Buy packing 
materials

Buy a range of small, medium and large boxes, mostly medium. Buy good quality packing tape (the cheap stuff falls 
off!) and a supply of packaging paper to wrap breakables.

Speak to local businesses that receive deliveries. They may be able to collect packaging material for you to reuse.

Start packing 
non-essentials

Get a head start by packing things you are not going to need before you move. Books, out-of-season clothes, 
ornaments etc. are a great place to start.

You may want to back up your computers, and consolidate and secure any critical paperwork that you don’t want to lose.

Organise 
manuals & 
instructions

Collate manuals and instructions for appliances that will be staying in the house, put them in one assigned drawer in 
the kitchen, along with any small parts that belong to the house, such as window keys.

Make sure to pack manuals for appliances you are taking with you.

2 WEEKS Select home 
insurance

Look into insurance providers for your new home. You may choose to switch your current policy to your new address, 
in which case speak to your provider.

Choose new 
broadband, 
phone & TV 
providers

Select and arrange new broadband, phone and TV services.

The new router may be sent to your new address before you move in. Your estate agent can confirm if this is OK.

Comparison sites: www.confused.com www.gocompare.com

Arrange for mail 
to be redirected

I recommend setting up a 3 to 6 month redirection service with Royal Mail. Some mail slips through the net. If agreed, 
your new address can be provided to the buyers of your old house so they can forward mail in the short term.

The Post Office: www.postoffice.co.uk/mail/redirection

AFTER 
EXCHANGE

Confirm moving 
date

Confirm the date you will be moving with the removals company, and pay any deposit needed.

Book time off work, if necessary.

Check when the new owner will be moving in. You might need to defrost the freezer and turn off the water if they are 
not moving on completion day.



TIME BEFORE 
MOVE

ACTION NOTES 

AFTER 
EXCHANGE

Send change 
of address 
notifications

Inform the people on your list (above) of your new address. If you forget, don’t worry. You can inform people of your 
change of address after you’ve moved without penalty (the DVLA and insurance providers should be informed ASAP).

Once you’ve moved, remember to change the delivery address for any online shopping you do.

Pack Pack in earnest! Label boxes with the name of the room they need to go into, so the removers know where to put 
them, also what’s in the boxes so you know which to unpack first:

BEDROOM 1 
Shoes 
Lamp 
Cushions

You could even print coloured stickers with the room name on them (a different colour for each room), and write the 
contents on the stickers.

Create a dedicated box for the odds and ends you will need right away, such as scissors or a knife to open the boxes, 
a torch, a tape measure, an extension lead, and the tools you need to rebuild key furniture. You might want to wrap 
this box in coloured paper so you can find it among the sea of boxes, or keep it with you in your car.

Inform utilities 
and service 
providers

Inform your electric, gas and water suppliers of your moving date. Unless you have smart meters, reading will need to 
be taken. Contact your supplier to find out the process to obtain a reading on completion day. Your estate agent will 
record the electric & gas meter readings on the day of completion.

Choose the utility companies you want to use at your new address.

If you are pushed for time, you don’t need to sign up for a new service until after you move. Whether you have set up a new 
service or not, you will have utilities at your new home, so do not panic.

Note: Switching suppliers can save you money.

If you have a monitored burglar alarm or similar service, inform the provider. They will let you know how to cancel, or 
transfer the service to the new owner.

Arrange child & 
pet care

If possible, arrange for care for pets and young children on the day of the move.

Organise food 
& drink

Start running your food down, especially frozen food.

Maybe schedule a food & drink delivery order for the day after you’ve moved. Include some treats!

Plan what you are going to eat on moving day and the day after, even if this is a takeaway. Make sure the ingredients and 
cooking equipment (if applicable), crockery and cutlery you need is accessible.



TIME BEFORE 
MOVE

ACTION NOTES 

AFTER 
EXCHANGE

Disassemble 
furniture and 
begin to unplug 
TVs, stereos, 
computers etc.

Start disassembling furniture and appliances. Taking photos as you do so can help when you need to reassemble.

Tape the pieces of furniture together with masking tape.

Put all screws in a zip lock bag and tape it to the pieces of furniture. 

Pack all wires and remote controls with the equipment they belong to.

Remove pictures 
& hooks

Take down pictures and, if required by the buyer, fill in any holes and paint over them.

Book handyman Do you need help assembling furniture, putting up curtain rails and picture hooks on moving day? If so, book someone in. 
Otherwise, this can be taken care of after moving day.

Ask your estate agent for a recommendation

3 DAYS Organise 
laundry

Do all your laundry so everything is dry and you have enough clothes until a couple of days after the move.  

If you have left laundry with a dry cleaner and are moving out of the area, collect it before you pack.

Prioritise 
personal 
essentials

Create a box or suitcase of essentials you’ll be using until the day of the move and will need again immediately after 
the move as if you were packing for a holiday:

• Clothes & shoes  • Toiletries, medication & first aid  • Chargers

Plus: 
• Kettle, cups, tea, coffee, milk & sugar (make sure you have enough for everyone helping) 
• Snacks and water  • Paper towels, wet wipes, bin bags, toilet paper  • Cleaning supplies you’ll need in the new house

MOVING DAY Streamline 
removals

Give the crew a floorplan with the room names/numbers on it so they know where to put boxes & furniture.

Label anything that should not be moved, for example, furniture being left for the new owner.

Clean the house If self cleaning, clean rooms as you empty them and close the door to keep the dust out. Do a thorough clean of all 
nooks and under furnishings in advance. So on the final day, just a quick dust over is needed.

I recommend outsourcing this!

Make a home Prioritise setting up what you need to feel at home on your first night:

• Bed assembled and made  • Curtains up 
• Dogs back in the house  • TV hooked up  • Champagne!



TIME BEFORE 
MOVE

ACTION NOTES 

AFTER YOU’VE 
MOVED IN

Unpack and get 
to know your 
home

Clean if necessary, check and begin to unpack boxes. The kitchen is a great place to start.

Arrange furniture and hang pictures.

Find out where the essentials are and test them out – thermostat, fuse box, water stop cock, smoke detectors, etc.

Pay Stamp Duty You need to pay any Stamp Duty due, within 30 days of moving.

Safety & access 
check

Pet and child proof the home if necessary. 

Check you have keys to every window and door.

You might want to arrange to have the external locks changed.

Complete 
your change of 
address & utility/
services set up

Make sure you’ve informed everyone of your new address and registered with all service providers.

Keep an eye out for mail that is forwarded from your old address.

Put down roots If you’ve moved to a new area register with a local doctor, dentist, optician, veterinarian, hairdresser etc. Make sure to 
cancel any appointments you had in your old area.

Meet your new neighbours, join local social groups and make new friends.

Top tip: Check out www.meetup.co.uk for local interest groups



Windsor office: 01753 316115
Newbury office: 01635 745055

hello@kaicarterestates.com
www.kaicarterestates.com
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