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WELCOME TO
EXCEPTIONAL HOMES

Exceptional Homes provides you with a regular insight into the local property 
market, a look at our lovely towns and villages and useful information to demystify 

the buying and selling process.

Further insights can be found on our website www.kaicarterestates.com 

We hope you enjoy Exceptional Homes. If you would like your property, business, 
town or village to be featured in a future edition, please let us know!
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PROPERTY MARKET  
UPDATE

The property market is busier than it has been for 
a long time, and rather than slowing down in the 

summer months July has been even busier than June, 
which saw a 2.4% increase in sale prices*, largely 

due to high demand and low stock.

STAMP DUTY BREAK

The government have introduced a 
stamp duty break up to £500,000. This 
break also brings savings for properties 
above this price. The reason for this 
was to revive the property market. In 
reality it was already incredibly busy, 
but it’s an added bonus, and has 
enticed more first time buyers to the 
market which has a knock-on effect for 
the luxury sector.

UNUSUALLY BUSY SUMMER 
ACTIVITY

With buyers largely avoiding holidays 
this year, their focus seems to have 
switched to moving house to address 
their changing property needs: 

1. Need for increased living space
The recent lockdown has created 
a surge of interest in upsizing from 
families and couples who want more 
living space, and bigger gardens. 

2. Implications of working from 
home long-term
A significant number of staff are 
expected to continue home working 
indefinitely. This has brought about the 
need for a dedicated home office, and 
often two home offices in households 
with two adults. 

ESCAPE TO THE COUNTRY

Without the need to commute 
to work, there’s been a surge in 
Londoners looking to move away 
from the city. For the price of a 2 
bed Chiswick flat you can buy a 5 
bed house with a large garden in the 
Home Counties. The key question 

buyers must ask themselves is “can 
you see yourself quarantining in this 
house?”

MORTGAGES AND THE COST  
OF BORROWING

Naturally, with a busy property 
market the mortgage industry is 
the busiest it’s been for a couple of 
years. Physical mortgage surveys are 
once again possible, speeding the 
mortgage process up post-lockdown. 
The cost of borrowing remains at 
an all time low, and 90% mortgages 
are still available, with Nationwide 
recently entering this market. 

Life insurance is also seeing a boom, 
with homeowners mindful of protecting 
their assets. If you’re moving house, it’s 
the perfect time to review insurance 
and your financial portfolio in general.

Overall, the property is 
stronger than it has been for a 
while and financially, there are 
several benefits to making the 
move now. If you’re thinking 
of putting your house on the 
market and looking for a new 
home, please get in touch with 
us, we’re here to help!
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SPOTLIGHT ON 
PANGBOURNE

It’s no wonder Pangbourne 
is a hot spot for commuters, 
it hits all the key notes with 
great restaurants, schools, 
independent shops and a 
mainline train station. All this 
is wrapped up in a beautiful 
riverside setting. 

The village centre is lined with pretty 
historic buildings and surrounded by 
countryside, with Reading only 6 miles 
away. 

CULTURE & ENTERTAINMENT

There’s a great range of quality 
independent shops including a butcher, 
cheese shop, florists and gift shop. 

Pangbourne hosts a weekly village 
market, monthly antiques fair and 
French film nights in the village hall. 
There’s an annual summer fair by the 
river and the hotels and restaurants 
host their own regular events. 

The village has a great variety of pubs 
and restaurants. Our favourites; The 
Swan at Pangbourne has an innovative 
menu and river terrace, perfect for 
watching the boats go by. The Elephant 

Hotel is a modern classic with two well 
rated restaurants, ideal for entertaining 
guests and special occasions. 

For a wider range of shops and 
restaurants, Reading is 6 miles away.

PARKS AND RECREATION

The Water Meadows is a large public 
park right on the river, popular for 
walks, summer picnics and host to the 
village fete in June. 

Beale Park just down the road offers a 
great day out for families with a wildlife 

park, indoor and outdoor play areas, 
lake and pavilion. 

The National Trust’s Basildon 
Park is an 18th century 
masterpiece, lovingly restored 
and recently used for filming 
Pride & Prejudice. There are 
400 acres of gardens and 
woodland to enjoy.

SCHOOLS & EDUCATION

Pangbourne is served by a great 
selection of private and public schools. 
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St Andrew’s Prep, The Oratory Prep, 
Whitchurch School and Pangbourne 
College are all within 3 miles of the 
village and rated as good or outstanding. 

LOCATION & CONNECTIONS

Reading: 6 miles

M4 J12: 5 miles

Reading train station: 6 miles

London Paddington: 1 hour direct, 47 
minutes via in Reading

* The Independent

LOCAL GEMS
PANKHURST CYCLES

Pankhurst Cycles was 
borne from Rikki Pankhurst 
and Toby Davies’ shared 
passion for all things 
cycling. Renowned across 
the Thames Valley for their 
expertise, they love to 
encourage all ages, sizes and 
abilities to join the sport.

Pankhurst Cycles offers 
everything from replacing an inner tube to building custom bikes 
to customer’s specific needs, be that a weekend pottering bike 
or triathlon dream machine. 

In addition the shop sells performance clothing, every bit of bike 
kit you could need, and offers performance coaching. 

If you’re looking for the right bike, kit and motivation to enjoy 
your own brand of cycling, this is the place to go.

10 Horseshoe Business Park 
Pangbourne, Reading RG8 7JW
www.pankhurstcycles.co.uk

CHEESE ETC.

A shop dedicated to all things 
cheese, how marvellous! The 
Pangbourne Cheese Shop is 
independently owned by Ali 
& Jen Grimstone-Jones, and 
sells over 100 handcrafted 
artisan cheeses from the UK 
and abroad, sourced directly 
from small cheesemakers. 
The shop has a deli feel with 
supplementary necessities such 
as crackers, chutney and wines. 
They even offer a monthly 
subscription, gift boxes, cheese 
towers and free delivery in and 
around the Reading area. 

With a strong focus on product and service excellence it’s no 
wonder they have won a plethora of awards including Cheese 
Counter of the Year at The World Cheese Awards. An absolute 
must to visit!

17 Reading Rd, Pangbourne 
Reading RG8 7LU
www.cheese-etc.co.uk
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SELLER INSIGHT:  
5 TOP TIPS FOR A STRESS FREE, 

ORGANISED SALE

SELLER INSIGHT05

I recently sold a house for my lovely client Karen. She was ahead of the 
game throughout the sales process which smoothed the way for a quick and 
easy sale. On completion I joked that she should write some Top Tips for 
other sellers. Organised as ever, Karen replied in hours with her Top Tips 

and they are wise words indeed. Over to Karen... 

1 CHOOSE A GREAT TEAM

My number 1 tip is to choose a good 
team: an estate agent and solicitor you 
trust, respect and can communicate with 
(and who will communicate with each 
other). Do not wait until you have a buyer 
to choose your solicitor. 

2 BRIEF YOUR AGENT

A good estate agent will ask you a lot 
of questions about your home. But no-
one will know it better than you do. If 
there is something you love, make sure 

you tell your agent. Take some time 
to think about why you chose the 
property. Walk around your house 
and think of something great about 
each room. Write these things down 
for your agent, or tell them. These 
are the things the agent will want to 
point out to buyers. Giving your estate 
agent a list of what fixtures and fittings 
are included, excluded or negotiable 
will help them answer questions 
from buyers, and help prevent any 
misunderstandings later.

3 COMPLETE CONVEYANCING 
QUESTIONS EARLY

There are standard forms, issued by 
the Law Society, which your solicitor 
will ask you to complete as part of the 
conveyancing process. You can make a 
start on them right away, long before you 
have a buyer. If you haven’t appointed 
a solicitor you can see specimens of the 
forms on the law society website. 

Most property sales will require the 
completion of a Property Information 
Form (TA6) which will ask you about 
boundaries, disputes, planning, 
warranties, insurance, environmental 
matters, rights, parking, occupiers and 
services.  Even if you don’t complete the 
form ahead of time, read it and make 
sure you have the information to hand 
which will enable you to complete it, and 
identify any issues that need resolving to 
avoid delaying – or losing – a sale. 

Depending on the type of property 
and what work you’ve had done, there 
are documents your solicitor will need. 
These include copies of any warranties 

“No matter how great your estate agent is, there are things that 
you, the seller, will need to do. If you get prepared in advance, not 
only will your team be more able to respond buyer questions and 
demands, but you will save time later, at a point when timing could 
be critical, or you may be dealing with something unexpected. You 
have nothing to lose from being organised.
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for work and the result of any inspections 
or testing you’ve had done. As you 
complete the Property Information Form 
you will see which things are requested.  
Find them now. You don’t want a mislaid 
piece of paper to hold up conveyancing! 
If you check you have them ahead of 
time, you’ll have time to request anything 
which is absent.

You will also probably need to complete 
the Fittings and Contents Form (TA10) 
which asks about what is included in the 
sale (curtains, fridge, carpets etc).  You 
may not be able to fully complete this 
until you have finished negotiating with 
your buyer, but having a draft will be very 
helpful to you.

4 BUYER’S PACK

Designate a drawer or box for small 
things you will leave in the house when 
you move out and start putting things 
there as you think of them.  Things like 
the instructions for the washing machine, 
the tool you need to remove the shelves 
from the oven, the spare filters for the 
bathroom taps, the permit for the refuse 
centre, swatches for the carpets and a list 
of paint colours and brands used.  This 
will stop things which the buyers could 
need being packed up and moving with 
you to your new home.

5 ANTICIPATE WORK

You will not know what a buyer, their 
solicitor, or surveyor will ask you to fix 
before you sell, but you will probably 
have an idea. Unless you are selling a 
fixer-upper, there will be things buyers 
will expect to have been done.

For example; if it’s been years since you 
last had the boiler serviced, it is likely 
the buyer will want you to do that.  You 
don’t have to get all the work done now 
(take advice from your agent as to what 
will add value). But do get some quotes 
now for things you think could be an 
issue. If anything comes up later, you 
will know instantly how much it will cost 
and how long it will take to fix. You can 

then negotiate with the buyer, or get the 
work done promptly, keeping everything 
moving.”  

Providing a personal service

Right from the get-go, Karen was 
prepared for the house sale and had all 
the information needed for me to launch 
her property quickly. During the sales 
process Karen moved abroad, an 8 hour 
time difference away. I am online into 
the evening; it’s a key time for me to 
talk to buyers and sellers at a time that’s 
convenient for them. This was especially 
crucial in this case as it meant each day 
Karen and I had 8 hours of overlap to 
communicate live by email and Skype. 

Karen always had the information to 
hand to answer viewer’s additional 
questions and worked with me to 
negotiate a sale quickly. From then on, 
the sales process moved smoothly, and 
we worked closely as a team ironing out 
the final details to prepare the house for 
completion.

I fully appreciate that not all sellers can 
be as organised as Karen, so I work with 
each client to identify their needs and 
time pressures, ensuring I can provide 
them with the best possible service in 
line with their needs. 

The power of social media, and  
small businesses

I had been a customer of Karen’s from 
her days running a deli, where I could 
always find different and delicious foods 
from small suppliers she selected. Her 
Facebook posts regularly had me running 
down the shop to buy her latest and 
greatest products! 

Meanwhile Karen was following me on 
Instagram, and approached me when 
she was looking to sell her house. Fast 
forward a few months and after many 
social media posts of her beautiful, 
immaculate home, I posted the news of 
the sale completion on Instagram. The 
buyer owns a wonderful small business in 
Berkshire which I also now champion on 
social media. 

Karen always provided exemplary service 
to her customers, and I was honoured 
she chose me and Kai Carter Estates to 
represent her and her home. It just goes 
to show the power of small businesses, 
community and social media, all of which 
are integral to Kai Carter Estates.



BIOPHILIC DESIGN
SOMETIMES NATURE IS ALL WE NEED

Our homes are arguably the most important space in our lives. Home should also be 
the place to relax and heal our body, mind and soul especially in a stressful situation, 

as in recent times when we were confined to our homes. So where better to harness 
the power of nature and its benefits on our mental health and physical wellbeing? 
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CULTURE & ENTERTAINMENT

Biophilia translates as “love of nature”. 
The Biophilia Hypothesis suggests that 
humans possess an innate tendency to 
seek connections with nature and other 
forms of life. 

Rather than a style, Biophilic 
Design is a major design 
element that can be used with 
any interior design style.

An American biologist, Edward Osborne 
Wilson, introduced and popularised 
the hypothesis in his book, Biophilia 

(1984) defining it as “an innate and 
genetically determined affinity of human 
being with the natural world”. The 
Biophilic Design approach incorporates 
nature into interiors either by including 
natural elements or simulating a natural 
environment indoors.

WHY IS BIOPHILIC DESIGN 
IMPORTANT?

Over the years we have become indoor, 
urban creatures. Stress levels are on the 
rise, technology has changed our habits 
and we are heavily exposed to the blue 
light of our computers and mobiles, 

which over-stimulate our brains. So it’s 
important to give our bodies and minds 
time to recuperate energy and relax.

The Biophilic Design’s aim is to restore 
the bond between human beings 
and nature, bringing benefits such as 
reduced stress, improved mood and 
cognitive functions, increased energy 
and creativity, and a positive impact on 
mental health issues such as anxiety and 
depression. 

HOW CAN WE INCORPORATE 
NATURE IN OUR HOME?

1.Bring Plants into Your Space

Placing plants in our home is the easiest 
way to reconnect with nature. Live 
plants not only purify the air, they also 
promote a happy, peaceful atmosphere. 
A pop of greenery should especially 
be incorporated into relaxation areas. 
Furthermore, according to research 
by the University of Melbourne one 
medium-sized plant per 2.2 square 
metres will remove most indoor 
pollution. 

2.Use Natural Materials

Research studies show that using 
natural materials in our home, such as 
timber, stone, bamboo, rattan and cork 
can reduce heart rates and increase 
productivity and wellbeing. 



Be mindful of the toxic substances 
products have been treated with such as 
glues, pesticides and finishes. Instead, 
look for natural finishes such as tung oil, 
beeswax and shellac.  

3. Vary The Air 

It may sound simple but opening up 
all our windows now that we have to 
stay indoors for longer hours, will give 
us access to fresh air and allow us to 
experience the outdoors whilst being 
inside. It’s time to feel that cool breeze 
and hear the birds tweeting away!

4. Let There Be Light

Natural light is good for our circadian 
rhythms – our internal clock – helping 

us to feel more energised by day and 
sleep better at night. 

We can bring the light into our home with 
skylights or by installing specific lights, 
translucent curtains and venetian blinds in 
light colours that let more light in.  

To sleep better we need natural dark to 
encourage the production of serotonin 
(a neurotransmitter that regulates sleep).  
Lights in our bedrooms should be warm 
reds because they contain less of the 
blue-light spectrum associated with 
daylight and waking.  

5. Water

Have you ever noticed that in guided 
meditation tapes, there is always the 
sound of water? That’s because the 
calming sound of water is good for 
reducing stress and has restorative 
effects. Installing a water feature or 
playing a track of nature sounds can 
mask the unpleasant noises of traffic, 
technology and appliances.

So, what is not to love about bringing 
more nature into our homes?
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My design style is influenced by my 
Italian roots. Having grown up in a 
small town by the seaside, surrounded 
by olive trees it is not surprising that I 
love nature and spending time outside 
connecting with it. 

It is my love of nature, combined with 
my passion for interiors and bold 
colours that has inspired me to define 
my mission: to help people create 
healthier and greener homes applying 
the principles of Biophilic Design and 
colour psychology. 

Nicla Diceglie 
Interior Designer  
www.nicladinteriors.com



OPTIMISING YOUR FINANCES09

1.SAFEGUARD YOUR MOST 
IMPORTANT ASSET – YOUR FAMILY 

People are used to the concept of 
insuring their cars, homes, or pets, but 
many overlook protecting their most 
important asset, their family. According 
to the State of Protection Nation report 
from Royal London1, 42 per cent of 
people with a mortgage have no life 
cover in place, leaving their family in a 
vulnerable position if the worst were to 
happen.

When it comes to moving to a bigger 
home, you are likely to be taking on 

more debt and increased expenses, 
which means you need to review 
your protection needs, whether that 
be cover for ill health or death.  This 
should be something you get in the 
habit of doing on a regular basis to 
ensure you are not overpaying for the 
policies you already have and that you 
have sufficient cover for life’s surprises. 

2. BUDGET – KNOW YOUR 
DISPOSABLE INCOME

It’s important to build up an accurate 
monthly budget to help you plan how 
you are going to spend and save your 

money and determine how much you 
have for expenses and discretionary 
spending. Make sure you know how 
much disposable income you have and 
make sure it’s working for you by using 
some of it to build up short and long-
term savings. 

3. PLAN FOR EMERGENCIES

Plan for the unexpected, whether that 
be a broken boiler or unexpected 
redundancy. You should keep at least 
three months’ worth of total expenditure 
in easily accessible cash accounts that 
you can call upon in an emergency. 

4. CASH IS NOT ALWAYS KING

It is important to have a proportion 
of cash savings that can be easily 
accessed, whether that be for 
emergencies or for purchases, such 
as holidays or a new car. But with 
low interest rates and the potential 
for inflation to outpace your savings 
growth over the medium to long-
term, it is worth considering investing 
anything above and beyond this with 
the aim to achieve better growth. 

5. USE IT OR LOSE IT – TAX-FREE 
ALLOWANCES

Tax free allowances reduce the amount 
of tax you will pay, but many people 
are not aware of what these are or 

OPTIMISING YOUR  
FINANCES

Improving your financial situation is a good thing to do at any time, with regular reviews. 
Moving house is the perfect time for a review given the likely change in your financial position. 
Regardless of when you begin, the basics remain the same. Rachel Jensen from Jensen Wealth 

Management shares 7 ways to make the most of your finances. 
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don’t take advantage of them, resulting 
in them paying too much tax when they 
don’t need to. 

There are several different allowances 
available to people, but the main 
ones are:

i) ISA Allowance, which allows you to 
save up to £20,000 into a cash and/or 
stocks and shares ISA, free of income 
tax or capital gain tax. 

ii) Personal Savings Allowance, which 
gives basic rate taxpayers £1,000, and 
higher rate taxpayers £500 tax free 
savings income a year. (Additional rate 
taxpayers do not get this allowance.) 

iii) Dividend Allowance provides an 
annual £2,000 tax free allowance, which 
you can benefit from if you are saving 
your money in stocks and shares.

iv) Capital Gains Tax Allowance allows 

you to benefit from £12,300 tax free 
per year if you make a profit from 
selling an asset, such as a second home 
or an investment. 

6. RETIREMENT PLANNING – KNOW 
YOUR NUMBERS  

It’s really important you start thinking 
about your retirement as early as 
possible. It’s easy to feel swamped 
with figures, but there is just one 
number that counts: how much money 
you need for the retirement you want, 
at the age you want it. Once you 
know this then you can decide how 
much to put aside each month.    

I encourage my clients to check their 
eligibility to the state pension and 
investigate their existing pension 
pots. Find out from your pension 
provider what funds your money 
is invested in, how the funds are 
performing and the level of risk the 

fund is taking. Also, don’t forget 
about pensions from previous 
employers, it’s worth reviewing these 
to make sure they are working as hard 
as they could be. 

7. KEEP AN UP-TO-DATE WILL 

If you don’t have a Will investigate 
whether you need one as soon as 
possible. If you have a Will, you should 
review it to make sure it contains your 
current wishes. Also don’t forget to 
update your beneficiaries on retirement 
funds and life policies, as these are not 
covered by your Will, and use trusts 
where appropriate to keep the funds 
outside of your estate. 

About Jensen Wealth Management

Rachel runs Jensen Wealth Management, 
along with her husband Chris, and 
between them they have over 35 years’ 
experience in financial services.

1 https://www.royallondon.com/media/press-releases/2018/may/state-of-the-protection-nation
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TAWNIES 
WOODLEY, READING

£1,500,000

SELLER INSIGHT

I discovered Tawnies when I came here to buy a vintage red phone box. Two weeks later I’d 
bought the house too, without even having gone upstairs! 

The house really stood out for its beauty, character and warmth, with a great outlook across 
the garden to the river. I’ve loved the privacy and seclusion the house offers, it’s a rural 
environment yet so close to nearby towns. 

I spend most of my time in the day by the wood burning stove watching the wildlife, in 
the summer I’m outside on a sun lounger and on winter evenings I sit by the living room 
fireplace. Although the house is big, it’s warm and cosy year round.

As soon as I moved in I bought a little boat to take my grandchildren out on the lake, they 
love it, we’ve made some precious memories on those outings. This has been a great house 
for entertaining family and friends; I have a lot of visitors who love the house as much as I do.

You don’t have to go far to get what you need from here, Woodley shops have most things 
I need in 200 yards. I venture in to Wokingham or Reading if I want something specific or to 
eat out. I always look forward to coming home though, there’s always something going on, 
either visitors inside or wildlife outside. 

I’m moving to be closer to family and work, so I’m passing on the house with plenty of 
potential for the new owner to put their stamp on it and make it their own. 

5 BEDROOMS

4 BATHROOMS

5 RECEPTION ROOMS

An impressive riverside property on a quiet country lane with extensive, flexible accommodation. This is a 
significant opportunity to acquire and personalise a home providing an idyllic blend of country living just 
minutes from Reading’s business parks and transport links.
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CAVERSHAM RISE 
EMMER GREEN, READING

£1,200,000

SELLER INSIGHT

We bought Caversham Rise as a home for our family to grow into. Our key criteria were great 
schools, social spots and easy commuting, all within walking distance. This location ticked the all 
the boxes, and it’s worked perfectly for us over the years. 

We now have four children, three dogs and four guinea pigs, with plenty of space for us all! 
The schools and nurseries are wonderful, our children are really happy here. They have a lot of 
friends nearby, as are we with quite a few other parents, along with people we’ve met at the 
David Lloyd health club.

Socially we spend most of our time in Caversham. The choice and quality has always been 
great, and has only improved over the years. Sonning is another favourite, we got married at 
Sonning Church and spent the night of our wedding at the French Horn. We go back every year 
for our anniversary, it’s just beautiful there. As a family we’re very active and often go for walks 
with a pub lunch around the Chiltern Hills, just up the road. Caversham Lakes recently opened 
and it’s a huge hit with all of us, especially on hot days.

We love to entertain and have hosted up to 50 people in the house. The living room is 
wonderful for Christmas and winter evenings, there’s enough space for us and extended family, 
and it’s really homely with the fire on. With four children we use the space really well, the 
children all have their own rooms, and spend a lot of time in the family room and garden. I love 
the landing – it has enough space for us all to move around and it has the wow factor. 

We work across the Thames Valley and London, Reading train station is 25 minute walk away 
so commuting is quick and easy. We often work from home too, so we have dedicated office 
space in the house. With several new projects underway we need more outside space, so we’re 
moving west. If we could pick the house up and move it we would! 

5 BEDROOMS

3 BATHROOMS

5 RECEPTION ROOMS

A gated property with significant living space and secluded garden.Within walking distance of local shops, restaurants and 
leisure facilities.‘Outstanding’ schools and a Crossrail mainline train station.The ideal lifestyle for families and commuters.



SIGNAL ELM 
KIDMORE END, READING

£1,150,000

SELLER INSIGHT

Signal Elm was borne from a desire to create a home that was beautiful, romantic and 
interesting, with a sense of occasion. This is a house for someone who appreciates the finer 
things in life.

Unapologetically contemporary yet homely, I wanted whoever lives here to enjoy usability and 
comfort first and foremost. The design focuses on how we move around a house, so it benefits 
from design rather than suffers for it and the space and functionality are deliberately flexible so 
you can make it the home you want it to be.

The architect Michael Spink has inspired much of the design. His ethos is to focus on the 
detail, so that a house is not a sum of its parts, rather each part is a feature of its own. With this 
in mind, there are several elements that are custom designed. For example the fire is a modern 
interpretation of an Inglenook fireplace, with seating around it for social occasions. As with 
many features throughout the house it appears to float, creating the feeling of space, light and 
cleanliness. 

Given the house is modern, clean cut and continental it would be rude not to include the latest 
technology, which I’ve done in a way that is supplementary rather than obligatory. The smart 
home features can be controlled remotely, so you can come home to a warm, lit house with a 
roaring fire. For traditionalists, everything can be controlled manually. 

My favourite areas are the master bedroom and fireplace. On a summer’s day with the 
bedroom doors open, the views and warmth make this room a peaceful sanctuary. On colder 
days the fireplace creates a calm corner to relax in.

Building Signal Elm felt like inspired masochism at times! Now it’s complete, I feel as though I 
have created a piece of art for people’s lives.

4 BEDROOMS

4 BATHROOMS

3 RECEPTION ROOMS

A brand new, high specification luxury home on a quiet country lane. With an 1100 sq ft kitchen/dining area, 2 offices, 
4 double bedrooms and 2 balconies, this home has to be seen to be appreciated for the space and lifestyle it offers.
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STOCKFIELD 
STOKENCHURCH, BUCKINGHAMSHIRE

OIEO £900,000

SELLER INSIGHT

We were attracted to Stockfield for the lifestyle it offered us; the rural setting and views were 
the perfect escape from our busy working lives in London and Europe. It’s like living in your 
own private world, with everything you need in the village centre at the end of the road.

The house is very well built and the annexe was the best we’d seen – an elderly relative 
moved in to the annexe alongside us so it was important both homes afforded us all a good 
quality of life. It worked out perfectly, we all feel very comfortable and safe living here. 

The living room is our favourite spot, in summer we have the doors open with uninterrupted 
views and lovely fresh air while the fire is really cosy in winter, especially at Christmas.

The master suite is wonderful; it’s comfortable, practical and wonderfully spacious. The top 
floor is similarly ideal for visitors, with two rooms and a bathroom there’s plenty of room and 
privacy for guests. 

We’ve loved watching the seasons change around us; the views of the fields, woods and 
nature are very relaxing, as are the countryside walks around Stokenchurch. We’ve really 
had the best of both worlds here – we’re so close to everything we need yet when we’re at 
home we feel a million miles away. 

5 BEDROOMS + ANNEXE

3 BATHROOMS

3 RECEPTION ROOMS

NO CHAIN. A beautiful country house on a private lane, overlooking open fields. Arranged over 3 floors this is 
a bright, spacious house with a separate annexe, ideal as an additional home or office. In the heart of the village 
and 0.5 mile from the M40, this is commutable country living at its best.
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MALTHOUSE COTTAGE 
BRIGHTWALTON, NEWBURY

£750,000

SELLER INSIGHT

We moved to Malthouse Cottage 25 years ago with our young daughter, we found the 
perfect combination of house and location here in Brightwalton. 

We love the character of the cottage, especially the inglenook fireplace, exposed beams 
and the privacy of the garden. In summer we spend a lot of time on the terrace in the 
garden, both are ideal for enjoying sunshine, food and drink. In winter we retreat to the 
living room, it’s incredibly cosy with the fire going. 

Brightwalton really is a lovely village, there’s an active community and very good school 
here. Various residents host pop up events during the year and we have a community 
magazine and annual fete. For dog walkers, the Brightwalton parish boundary walk is 
around 4 miles, we often bump into our lovely neighbours along the way. 

We’re closely connected to the surrounding villages, our children would regularly meet up 
for play dates and jump on the bus to Newbury and Oxford when they were older. Over the 
years I’ve worked all along the Thames corridor which is very easy to reach from here. We 
regularly visit Newbury, Wantage, Abingdon and Oxford, they’re all within half an hour. 

The new owners of Malthouse Cottage will inherit a well cultivated vegetable garden and 
fruit trees. Each year we make damson gin, a real hit with guests, and send most of our 
apples to a press in Hungerford where they are juiced and bottled. The juice lasts us a 
whole year. There’s something rather special about drinking your own personally branded 
fruit juice for breakfast! 

3 BEDROOMS

2 BATHROOMS

4 RECEPTION ROOMS 
+ STUDY

A quintessential country cottage in the friendly village of Brightwalton. Partly thatched, with exposed beams and 
a picture perfect garden, this charming cottage offers flexible accommodation with plenty of space for entertaining 
and home working. 
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HARDYS FIELD 
KINGSCLERE, NEWBURY

£675,000

SELLER INSIGHT

I bought the house for its location, Kingsclere is very relaxing, there are no traffic jams and 
it’s safe and friendly. I have a stressful job so it’s important to me to have a calm place to 
unwind and spend quality time with the kids, coming home here does that.

The house was dated so I extended and renovated it adding the new kitchen. I had fourteen 
people over on Christmas Day and the room worked perfectly, it’s exactly the sort of family 
space I wanted to achieve. Throughout the house there’s now enough space to play with the 
kids, and be away from each other when we want our own space.  

Outside the garden pond is our favourite spot. I sit there after work to wind down and 
the kids love it, they’re so curious about everything they see. I’ve learned more about 
dragonflies and butterflies than I ever thought I would! 

On weekends we spend most of our time in the village. There’s a playground at the end of 
the road and the boys’ football team meets just around the corner. There are four pubs, a 
couple are good for families and the others are good for a night out with friends. 

The walks around here are fantastic – Watership Down was written about this area so you 
can imagine the views. We love spending time outside, and this couldn’t be a better place 
for it.

5 BEDROOMS

2 BATHROOMS

3 RECEPTION ROOMS

A fresh, bright contemporary family home in the attractive sought after village of Kingsclere. Having been recently 
extended and renovated, the house is finished to a high standard. The kitchen/diner forms the heart of the home, with 
windows over the front and rear aspect bringing sunlight flooding in. Two further reception rooms provide ample space 
for family life and a home office. Three of the bedrooms are good sized doubles with two further small double rooms.
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MANAGING CHALLENGES OF 
THE SANDWICH GENERATION

It’s a common situation amongst my peers – working full time, with dependent children 
and deteriorating elderly parents. It can be stressful juggling the demands of work, childcare, 
running a home and looking after parents whose needs are changing with advancing years. 

Often the responsibility of caring for 
parents falls on one person’s shoulders, 
as siblings move away. A friend of mine 
is an only child and has to make all the 
arrangements and decisions for her 91 
year old mother, whist working 4 days 
a week and dealing with the demands 
of 2 teenagers. At the same time her 
husband is sorting out his parents’ 
family home after they have passed 
away. All this is at arms length as they 
live an hour’s drive away.   

One thing is for sure, the Sandwich 
Generation is time poor. They also feel 
a sense of guilt that they can’t manage 
to do everything as well as they 
would like. Do you visit your parents 
on Saturday or take your teenager to 
view a potential University? Do you cut 
your parents’ grass or your own? And 
where do you fit in leisure time, doing 
exercise, seeing friends, relaxing? 
No wonder this generation feel like 
they’re being squeezed! However the 
number one priority is to stay mentally 
and physically well, as the younger 
and older generations are relying on 
them. If they crumble, the lives of those 
closest to them will too.

What’s to be done? The key word 
is delegation. It’s hard to let go 
sometimes, but you have to prioritise. 
Spending time with your family and 
friends is more important than chores. 
Think about which jobs you have to 
do and those which can be given to 
someone else. If your children are 
secondary school age, they need 
to start picking up the slack. They 
should be changing beds, cleaning 
their rooms, emptying the dishwasher 
and taking out the bin. Pocket money 
should not be a free ride!

What can be outsourced? Cleaning, 
ironing and gardening can easily be 
delegated to suitable individuals or 
companies. Carers come in lots of 
different types and it’s important to 
provide the right support for your 
parents. They may not need nursing 
care, but just companionship and 
assistance with more difficult tasks. 
When it comes to downsizing, or 
decluttering when the time comes to 
sell your parents’ home, a professional 
declutterer and concierge can help 
speed up the process and provide the 
necessary support.

FIONA JONES

I offer tailored solutions to busy 
people and have been asked to 
recruit lots of different staff from 
cleaners and housekeepers to 
carers and companions for the 
elderly. I carry out rigorous checks 
and vet potential candidates 
carefully. I also can assist people 
with the difficult task of sorting 
through houses after a loved one 
has passed away, or by decluttering 
and preparing a house for sale 
when downsizing is necessary.

If I can be of service to you, don’t 
hesitate to contact me.

Fiona Jones 
Berkshire Lifestyle Concierge 
07587 170707 
www.berkslifestyle.co.uk
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18ABOUT KAI CARTER ESTATES

At Kai Carter Estates we take a fresh 
approach to marketing and selling 
exceptional homes. We bring decades 
of marketing and property experience 
to you, along with a true passion for 
looking after you and the sale of your 
home. 

Using industry leading marketing  
and the highest levels of personal 
service, we are able to provide the 
attention to detail and level of service 
you dream of. 

Each property, seller and buyer is 
unique and we understand that moving 
house is one of the most important 
decisions you’ll make. So we treat each 
property and client with the respect 
and care they deserve. 

These days we lead busy lives, so we 
are available 12 hours a day, 7 days a 
week for viewings, meetings or just a 
chat on the phone. 

SELLING

We take a consultative approach to 
marketing your property, starting with 
identifying the right target market. We 
advise on work that does or doesn’t 
need doing, and can stage – or virtually 
stage – your home to best appeal to 
the right buyers.

BUYING

If you are looking for a property in 
Berkshire, Oxfordshire or Hampshire 

we are happy to advise you on which 
towns and villages are the best match 
for you. For those with very specific 
requirements, we work with a buying 
agent who can help you find the right 
property before it even comes on the 
market.

COMMUNITY & THE ENVIRONMENT

Community is at the very heart of what 
we do so we actively use and promote 
local businesses, buying supplies 
and services locally and promoting 
independent businesses alongside 
the properties and communities we 
represent.

All our printed marketing materials 
are fully recyclable.

WANT TO KNOW MORE?

Please contact us for a chat and, if you 
wish, a personal marketing appraisal 
tailored to you and your home.

ABOUT 
KAI CARTER ESTATES
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01635 745055
hello@kaicarterestates.com
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