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WELCOME

WELCOME TO
EXCEPTIONAL HOMES
Exceptional Homes by Kai Carter Estates provides you with a quarterly insight
into the local property market, information on our lovely towns and villages and
useful information to demystify the buying and selling process. Further insights can
be found on our website www.kaicarterestates.com
We hope you enjoy Exceptional Homes. If you would like your property, business,
town or village to be featured in a future edition, please let us know!
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MARKET INSIGHT
SPRING 2020
The residential sales market has slowed in the last two years, leaving many sellers
wondering what to do, when and how. Let’s review the factors affecting the market,
with predictions for 2020.
So, both ends of the market have
been affected by changes in price and
legislation in recent years.
In reality the volume of sales in the
South East has remained strong. People
still need to move, so well priced,
well marketed properties have found
buyers.
What we now have is a surplus of
buyers who would like to move, but
haven’t had enough properties to
choose from, and sellers who are
BLAME IT ON THE BREXIT?

THE TAX FACTOR

Political uncertainty has been widely

In recent years there have been two

blamed for the slowdown in the market.

changes to property taxes that have

But all is not quite as black and white,

had a notable impact on the market:

or indeed grey and gloomy, as it may
seem.

1. Significant tax rises on second

waiting for the right time to achieve the
best price for their property.
SO, WHAT TO DO?
We now have more political certainty,
so it’s widely expected the market

properties resulted in a large drop in

will see more sales in 2020, with the

While the South East saw a dip in house

the Buy-to-Let market. Consequently

backlog of people who postponed

prices, the rest of the country saw price

there is a surplus of starter homes on

moving over the last two years coming

rises, which rules out Brexit as the

the market, with few first time buyers

to the market.

cause. So what’s behind it?

able to afford them.

After the financial crisis and subsequent

2. Increases in Stamp Duty at the

price drops of 2008 – 2011, the market

higher end of the market have

in the South East recovered quickly.

given buyers pause for thought.

Once again many first time buyers – the

A £2,000,000 house will now incur

lifeblood of the property market – were

over £150,000 in tax. There is less

priced out, contributing to a reduction

movement in the upper quartile of

in sales.

the market as a result.

If you’re ready to move
house, go ahead and put your
house on the market. If it’s
well priced and well marketed,
it will sell. Call us if you’re
thinking of marketing and
selling your property.
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SPOTLIGHT ON

SPOTLIGHT ON
NEWBURY

The attractive market town
of Newbury has much to offer
beyond castles and stately
homes. It’s now recognised
as having the highest digital
density in the UK* - in addition
to Vodafone’s global HQ,
a significant number of
start-ups are now basing
themselves there.
The influx of lucrative industry has
brought new residents, attracted by
house prices a fraction of those in
London, with the ‘country’ lifestyle to
go with it. The resulting evolution of the
town’s entertainment and services has
ensured Newbury can hold its own as a
one-stop shop for residents from miles
around, without the crowds of bigger
towns and cities.
Newbury town centre is delightfully
compact, with most of the chain and
independent shops, cinema, theatre,
bars and restaurants within a 5 minute
walk of each other. Markets are held
several times a week in the town
square, along with feature and seasonal
markets.

CULTURE & ENTERTAINMENT
The Corn Exchange Theatre has a full
schedule of plays, cinema nights and
family events. The town square plays
host to several events each year such
as a Christmas parade, fire festival
and art shows which are incredibly
well attended by local residents, the
atmosphere is wonderful.

Highclere Castle, thanks to
Downton Abbey, is now firmly
on the global tourist map. For
locals, the Battle Proms picnic
concert is a spectacular day
out with air displays and music.
Shaw House opens its doors
to regular exhibitions, workshops and
concerts while Arlington Arts Centre

offers a full program of theatre, dance,
comedy, music.
The Watermill theatre, in a picture
postcard village setting, hosts regular
plays and events. The nearby Michelin
starred Woodspeen restaurant offer
the perfect opportunity for dinner and
theatre.
Newbury Racecourse, along with
regular horse racing, features big name
concerts and seasonal events, and
is now surrounded by a well laid out
housing development.
PARKS AND RECREATION
The Kennet & Avon canal runs through
the centre of Newbury with regular
canal boat trips for visitors. Hire a boat
or take a walk to explore the miles of
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LOCAL GEMS
TEASHOP BY THE CANAL
Idyllically located between the
canal, Victoria Park and town
centre, Teashop By The Canal is
the perfect spot for watching the
world go by while enjoying the
hospitality and warmth offered
by owners Ivana and Paul.
The Teashop specialises in afternoon cream teas with a
selection of fresh teas served in vintage crockery, Illy coffee
and sumptuous home-made cakes. Breakfasts and lunches are
made with fresh, locally sourced ingredients, with vegetarian and
vegan options. The menu will leave you spoiled for choice!
The Teashop now hosts private events such as baby showers and
birthday parties, with public events planned for 2020 including
tea tastings and tea leaf readings.

canal and footpaths connecting nearby
villages.
Crossed with tree lined walkways,
Victoria park is a valued asset to
Newbury with play areas, a bowling
green, tennis courts and skate park.
On a sunny day it’s alive with visitors.

Donnington Castle has lovely
views and borders Snelsmore
Common, a beautiful slice of
nature popular with families
and walkers.
LOCATION & CONNECTION
Newbury is on the crossing point of
the North/South A34 and East/West
M4, convenient for commuting to
Oxford, Reading, Didcot, Swindon and
Basingstoke, with London accessible in
under an hour by direct train.
Drive 15 minutes in any direction
and you’ll pass pretty villages and
quintessential country pubs with fires
roaring in the winter and views over
the surrounding countryside. Visit
our website to discover more about
Berkshire’s towns and villages.
* The Independent

The Grade II listed building The Teashop calls home is cosy in
winter months, while the outdoor terrace offers a wonderful view
of activity on and off the water on warmer days.
The Stone Building, The Wharf, Newbury, RG14 5AS
www.teashopbythecanal.co.uk
NO.96 FURNITURE, HOME
WARES, GIFTS & PAINT
No.96 is a treasure trove of
gifts, home wares and furniture
paint supplies, earning them a
reputation as the ‘go-to’ place
for gifts and goods you won’t
find on the high street.
Cushions and mugs featuring local vintage maps, candles,
children’s toys, toiletries and useful, stylish products for the
home are part of the ever changing range. There’s something for
everyone, you won’t leave empty handed!
Born from owner Teresa’s love of furniture renovation, No.96
has grown around her focus on local and ethical suppliers, and
strong sense of community. Customers are welcomed warmly to
the two Newbury shops, and their growing calendar of events;
2020 will see paint workshops for furniture renovation, art
workshops and seasonal open evenings - Teresa loves an excuse
to open a bottle of prosecco!
Locations:
2 Pound Street, Newbury, RG14 5EN
Gifts, Homeware, Furniture Paint Supplies and Event Workshop
3 Market Place, Newbury, RG14 5AA
Gifts, Home ware
www.no96shop.com
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TOP TIPS – MORTGAGES

TOP TIPS –
MORTGAGES
Jon Stockdale from Jigsaw Mortgages shares his 6 top tips to getting yourself
mortgage-optimised, giving you access to the best deals for your individual needs,
and how to get the best out of your mortgage during its term.
2. KEEP YOUR CURRENT ACCOUNT
IN CREDIT
Don’t go overdrawn or default on
standing orders and direct debits – this
can put lenders off and reduce your
mortgage options.
3. BE HONEST ABOUT YOUR
FINANCIAL POSITION

The secret to getting the
best mortgage deal can come
into play a year or more before
you’re ready to move, and
continues during the course
of your mortgage.
1. REGULARLY CHECK YOUR CREDIT
SCORE
Damage can be done to your credit
score without you doing anything
wrong. For example, a default payment
on a loan or credit card may show up
even when a payment hasn’t been
missed. This damage can be reversed if
you’re aware of it and can address it.
The higher % loan to value mortgage
you need, the higher your credit rating
will need to be.
I recommend checking your credit
score at least every 3 months.

If you have a credit card or loan, your
lender can see it! It’s best to be upfront about your true position is so you
can find the best mortgage deal.
4. THE CHEAPEST MORTGAGE MAY
END UP COSTING YOU MORE
While short term rates may be cheaper
than long term rates, they may not be
better for you in the long run
The best option for you depends on
your financial circumstances, including
changes to these – expected or
unexpected – during the course of
the mortgage. Talk to your broker to
discuss your options.

“Every mortgage has a gift for
the right borrower, waiting to
be discovered.”
5. OPTIMISE YOUR MORTGAGE
DURING ITS TERM
I encourage my clients to check in with

me a couple of times a year to review
their position.

For example, residential mortgages
usually have a 10% overpayment

facility, so you can overpay by up to

10% a year without early repayment
charges. This can take years off the

term of the mortgage and save you a
significant sum in interest.

6. GET A MORTGAGE HEALTH

CHECK – EVEN IF YOU’RE NOT
READY TO MOVE

This will identify any areas you can work
on to improve your appeal to lenders
and give you access to better deals
when you’re ready to move.

Jon has over 40 years experience
in financial services. He specialises
in securing residential, Buy-to-Let
and commercial mortgages and
financing across all demographics.
Jon is renowned for securing a
mortgage deal where others may
have struggled, while the care and
attention he pays to his clients
helps ease the stresses of the
process. If you’d like Jon’s advice
he can be reached via Kai Carter
Estates or at jonstockdale@
jigsawmortgagesltd.com

2020 TRENDS – INTERIOR DESIGN
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2020 TRENDS –
INTERIOR DESIGN
We’re all ready for fresh life in the property market, and 2020 design trends
are bringing new colour palettes setting the tone for a spring revival.

2020 will move to soft earthy tones and bold accent colours, creating beautiful combinations
to warm and brighten a home without overpowering it.
For home-sellers these colours will work beautifully. While it’s great to present a house to the
market in neutral tones, creating a blank canvas on which the buyer can imagine their own style,
it’s important to show life and soul in a property too.
These warm, neutral tones will do the job perfectly, accented by bold soft furnishings that you
can either take with you, or use for staging at minimal cost.

Escape to the Chateau, the TV series following Dick &
Angel’s renovation of a French chateau, is showing subtle
influences in design trends.
Angel’s historically authentic/avant garde style is slowly
reviving florals and patterns. Her designs are bold, and
she carries them off with her design eye and in the context
of the chateau. Always keep in mind the canvas you’re
working on – what works for a French Chateau might not
quite work in a modern home in Berkshire!
Appropriately applied design can work wonders. Maybe
not when you’re selling a home but certainly in the one
you’re buying. It’s your home, go crazy!
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TAWNIES

FEATURED PROPERTIES

£1,800,000

I discovered Tawnies when I came here to buy a vintage red phone box. Two weeks later I’d bought the house too,
without even having gone upstairs!

SELLER INSIGHT

5 BEDROOMS

The house really stood out for its beauty, character and warmth, with a great outlook across
the garden to the river. I’ve loved the privacy and seclusion the house offers, it’s a rural
environment yet so close to nearby towns.

4 BATHROOMS

I spend most of my time in the day by the wood burning stove watching the wildlife, in
the summer I’m outside on a sun lounger and on winter evenings I sit by the living room
fireplace. Although the house is big, it’s warm and cosy year round.
As soon as I moved in I bought a little boat to take my grandchildren out on the lake, they
love it, we’ve made some precious memories on those outings. This has been a great house
for entertaining family and friends; I have a lot of visitors who love the house as much as
I do.
You don’t have to go far to get what you need from here, Woodley shops have most things
I need in 200 yards. I venture in to Wokingham or Reading if I want something specific or to
eat out. I always look forward to coming home though, there’s always something going on,
either visitors inside or wildlife outside.
I’m moving to be closer to family and work, so I’m passing on the house with plenty of
potential for the new owner to put their stamp on it and make it their own.

5 RECEPTION ROOMS

FEATURED PROPERTIES

GRENADIER CLOSE
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£800,000

An immaculate executive family home, with an open plan design and generously sized rooms, finished to a high
standard. Situated on a quiet road in a sought-after Reading suburb, this property offers luxury living, privacy
and accessibility.
SELLER INSIGHT

3 BEDROOMS

We were immediately attracted to the house for its layout and location, being in a cul-desac means we have no through traffic so it’s very quiet and private here.

3 BATHROOMS

We’ve upgraded the house during our time here, opening up the interior and adding
design touches to keep the house fresh and current.
We love to entertain so we joined the kitchen and dining room to create one large
entertaining area that can seat up to 18 people. In warmer weather we open up the bi-fold
doors, and the garden, kitchen and dining area feel like one open space. We’ve hosted a lot
of garden parties and BBQs here.
Upstairs is ideal for guests too, the bedrooms are great sizes and there are enough
bathrooms for everyone’s comfort. Our friends love visiting us here, and the size and layout
of the house works equally well when it’s just the two of us.
We’re now ready to downsize, but we will miss Grenadier Close. The neighbours are lovely,
we’ve had several street parties for Royal weddings and Halloween, and made great friends.
We hope our buyers will be just as happy here as we have been.

2 RECEPTION ROOMS
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FIVEWAYS
RISELEY, READING

FEATURED PROPERTIES

£600,000

A beautiful family home in the heart of Riseley village, with superb accommodation, with wrap-around secluded
gardens. Surrounded by beautiful countryside, Fiveways is perfectly positioned for village life, within an easy
commute of reading, Basingstoke and London.
SELLER INSIGHT

5 BEDROOMS

We moved here 20 years ago when our children were young. The house was quite dated
back then but we could see the potential. We opened it up and transformed it into an
excellent family home.

3 BATHROOMS

The facilities around us are wonderful; the children have enjoyed the playground, tennis
club and riding stables over the years. Wellington Country Park was a favourite when they
were young, while as teenagers they cycled to the woods to build dirt jumps and bonfires.
They even had pizza delivered to their ‘camp’!
We’ve really enjoyed being part of the community here. The annual bonfire and Christmas
fair are favourites and the community pub is the hub of the village that several locals
contribute to in some way. When our children visit we still go to Wellington cafe, their
breakfasts are a family tradition. For relaxation we walk the dogs in the fields nearby, the
countryside goes on for miles and it’s so beautiful.
At home we just close the door and we’re not bothered by anybody, it’s a peaceful and
relaxing home. Over the years we’ve worked in London and across Berkshire, Hampshire
and Buckinghamshire, being so close to the A33 and mainline train stations has made
commuting very straight-forward. Likewise we have our pick of towns and shops with plenty
of supermarkets nearby.
We’re retiring to the Cotswolds now – once you’ve lived village life it’s hard to live any
other way!

3 RECEPTION ROOMS

FEATURED PROPERTIES
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SELLER INSIGHT
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Burghfield has a thriving community and is large enough to have all
the essential amenities. It is peaceful, but not isolated. There remains
a sense of community in Burghfield, with plenty of opportunities to
get as involved as you wish: the Annual May Fayre, Boxcart Bash,
Burghfest and Scarecrow Trail are hugely popular. The number and
quality of the local farm shops keeps increasing, as does the number
of Burghfield artists participating in the open studios events. The
house ticked all our boxes. I loved the wide hallway and landing,
the extra space made the house immediately more welcoming than
others we’d seen.

VALLEY ROAD, BURGHFIELD
COMMON, READING
3 BEDROOMS
2 BATHROOMS

£425,000

2 RECEPTION ROOMS

Immaculate, generously sized 3 bedroom home in the sought after
village of Burghfield Common. Having been recently updated,
this Property has a wonderful feel with generously sized rooms and
thoughtful design features to make everyday living practical and
enjoyable. Short walk to schools, shops and leisure facilities. Easy
commute to Reading and London.

I really liked the bones of the house and its good proportions.
We wanted to upgrade the kitchen and bathrooms, so employed
great designers to reconfigure and refit them. Now they’re perfect!
I love my kitchen, having everything I need to hand, and plenty of
surface space to work - cooking dinner is a pleasure not a chore.
The bathroom was an indulgence but I love the space and the calm
clean lines. We’re part of a modern estate so being positioned on a
hill increases the separation between the houses and means all the
neighbours aren’t peering into each other’s gardens.
Many of the local shopkeepers know me by name (and the service
is excellent), I can go running through the woods, or swimming at
the leisure centre. We also enjoy nights out in Reading which is only
20 minutes away. We like to entertain on weekends and really enjoy
taking visitors to local attractions like the nature reserve at Hosehill,
the Roman Town at Silchester, the Kennet & Avon Canal, and the
many country pubs which offer a fantastic range of excellent food.

PROPERTY SUMMARY

D
L
SO

The 750 sq ft living room is the heart of the home, including an
open plan kitchen, dining area and pantry with bi-fold doors
opening on to a 40 ft deck.
The first floor accommodation features 4 double bedrooms with 2
en-suites and a family bathroom, all fitted to a high standard and
offering flexible configuration to create a master suite with an ensuite shower room, dressing room and balcony.
Springwater is beautifully presented and finished to a high
standard. Floor to ceiling windows and bi-fold doors maximise the
views, while the Swiss style adjustable, retractable electric shutters
provide privacy and filtered light.

SPRINGWATER
4 BEDROOMS
3 BATHROOMS

£1,500,000

2 RECEPTION ROOMS

Springwater presents a rare opportunity to acquire a riverside
lifestyle property, on a quiet, private lane in Wallingford town centre.
Thoughtfully designed to make full use of the outstanding location,
all 4 double bedrooms and 2 reception rooms have views of the
garden, river and open fields beyond.

The 40 ft wooden deck includes a covered weather-proof area for
year round, outdoor entertaining. An additional deck at the end
of the garden captures the late afternoon sun by the river. The
partially walled garden stretches down to the Thames.
Springwater has a 52 ft Thames-side mooring, fishing rights and
launch rights on the slipway
at the Oxford University Boat
Club next door. This is a rare
combination on the Thames
and presents a significant
opportunity for someone
wishing to enjoy a riverside
lifestyle.
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ABOUT KAI CARTER

ABOUT
KAI CARTER ESTATES
These days we lead busy lives, so we
are available 12 hours a day, 7 days a
week for viewings, meetings or just a
chat on the phone.

agent who can help you find the right
property before it even comes on the
market.
COMMUNITY & THE ENVIRONMENT

SELLING

approach to marketing and selling

We take a consultative approach to
marketing your property, starting with
identifying the right target market. We
advise on work that does or doesn’t
need doing, and can stage – or virtually
stage – your home to best appeal to
the right buyers.

of marketing and property experience

BUYING

At Kai Carter Estates we take a fresh
exceptional homes. We bring decades
to you, along with a true passion for

looking after you and the sale of your
home.

Using industry leading marketing

and the highest levels of personal

service, we are able to provide the

Community is at the very heart of what
we do so we actively use and promote
local businesses, buying supplies
and services locally and promoting
independent businesses alongside
the properties and communities we
represent.
All our printed marketing materials
are fully recyclable.

If you are looking for a property in
Berkshire, Oxfordshire or Hampshire
we are happy to advise you on which
towns and villages are the best match
for you. For those with very specific
requirements, we work with a buying

WANT TO KNOW MORE?
Please contact us for a chat and, if you
wish, a personal marketing appraisal
tailored to you and your home.

attention to detail and level of service
you dream of.

Each property, seller and buyer is

A420

WALLINGFORD

WANTAGE

A419

unique and we understand that moving
house is one of the most important

decisions you’ll make. So we treat each

A404

MAIDENHEAD

GORING &
STREATLEY

A346

A404(M)

READING

M4

and care they deserve.

HUNGERFORD
A346

M4

NEWBURY
A339

M4

WINDSOR

M4

property and client with the respect

M40

A34

A329(M)

A33

A338

HOOK

A34

M3

M3
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01635 745055
hello@kaicarterestates.com
www.kaicarterestates.com

